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St. Petersburg, July 12 [25], 1914, 4:10 P.M.
Prepare quickly transport plans and provisions for the
return of all troops to their standing quarters.   Time for
the completion of the work: twenty-four hours.   1547.
[Signed] General Dobrorolski.75
This was followed later the same night by telegram No,
1557*
St. Petersburg, July 12 [25], 1914, 11:59 P.M.
His Majesty commands that upon the arrival of this
telegram the troops are to return from their camps to their
standing quarters. If their simultaneous return involves
difficulties, the Staffs and Administrations of the Corps,
Divisions, and independent formations are to have prece-
dence. The troop divisions close to their standing quarters
can remain there and do not need to return to their winter
barracks.   1557.
[Signed] Bieliaiev.™
This breaking off of maneuvers and return of the troops
to their standing quarters was not, however, in any way
equivalent to mobilization. It was, to be sure, a necessary
preliminary to mobilization, but was not in any way a
menacing or hostile act.77 Nevertheless, the execution of
the unexpected order which began on Sunday, July 26,
involved the movement of more than a million men
throughout the empire, and gave rise to military excitement
75 Telegram to the Chief of Staff of the Warsaw District, captured
later by the Germans, and published by Hoeniger, p, 80, and by Frantz,
p. 258.
?« Hoeniger, p. 80; Frantz, p. 259.
?7 Similar orders for the return of troops to their standing quarters
were given in France as early as July 27 (K.D., 341, note 3), but in
Germany not until July 28 for the nine corps to be "hastily" mobilized,
and not until July 29, between 1 and 1:30 P.M., for the greater number
of remaining corps (Investigating Commission, II, p, 68, Anlage 17, and
p. 69, Anlage 20); for the best detailed analysis of the French and German
preliminary military measures, based on a study of the French official
General Stafi History of the War, which show in every case that* the
French preparations considerably antedated the German, see M. Montge-
la», "Das franzosische Generalstabwerk," in KSF, V, 1206-1220, Dec., 1927,

